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LONDON’S OLDEST TAXI DRIVER RETIRES

Ifred Bluestone, now aged 94, drove his first passenger in 1947 and his last on

26 September 2007. In a ceremony held at the Public Carriage Office recently,
Alfred was presented with a plaque and certificate for serving the taxi industry for 60
years.

Presenting the plaque, Taxi and Private Hire Director, Ed Thompson, said: “I
would like to thank Mr. Bluestone for his sterling work — he has provided a valuable
service to Londoners and visitors to the city. London’s taxi trade has a reputation for
excellence, and Alfred has certainly played his part over the last 60 years to maintain
that reputation.”

Alfred studied for the Knowledge using a push bike. He said: “I enjoyed serving the
people of London. It was a great privilege. When I started working as a taxi driver, we
had very basic vehicles that did not even have heating facilities, but we still enjoyed
our work. Modern taxis have fantastic features and facilities, making them safer for
both the driver and passenger. I met some interesting people over the years, and I
learnt a lot from them. I found taxi driving to be a really rewarding career.”
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