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NEW DIET FOR MASTERMIND CABBIE

red Housego the licensed taxi driver who became famous as winner of
Mastermind back in 1980, has hit the headlines again recently. Fred
has lost six stone, after his wife warned him that he was eating himself to
death. By following the LighterLife diet Fred has seen his weight drop
to just 12%2 stone in six months. The LighterLife diet uses total meal
replacements of soups shakes and bars for eight weeks for men, then
gradually foods are replaced back into the diet. Dieters see a counsellor
weekly too.

But Fred has had to change his lifestyle — no more drinking pints of
lager and eating packets of crisps. He has also started going to the gym.
He said: “I found the diet easy and the weight just fell off.” Now his waist
is a whole 16 inches smaller than its previous 50 inches. His wife says: “I
didn’t think he would do it. But he stuck with it and now looks brilliant.”

Before
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Deaw Editor a cashpoint becawse if the fired CCTV cameras donw't get you, the new

I amv v driver withv Dial-ov Calr but do- not belong to- any trade body periscope fitted Smowt cars will! Bothv fixed and mobile Cameras will
or wniow. My nawme iy Mawtin Higer and I awmv ov Londow Licersed Taxi  take yowr photos evew if yow are waiting for o matter of only seconds!
Driver who-has held his Bl now for 11 yeors. Whew I first contemplated ~ Whenw o client ovders trowvsportation, unlessy there ave extreme
writing this letter it was asy o personally aggrieved individual whose  circumstances; they expect to-find yow outside their door. Look at it thiy
oww perceived injury was, if I'm honest, the only concernto-me. I now way, if yow had ordered o cal- inv Fritiv Street and it was pouring withv
upow reflection regard, the natwre of my grievance as possibly one of  rain, yow wouddwt want to-walk to- Soho- Squawe or Great Mawlboroughv
the biggest thweaty that owr collective trade has ever foced. Street to- pick it up and yow certainly wouldwt pay for such o poor

That thweat comes from atechnology that was initially introduced (If  service! So-what isthe answer? It goes without saying yow cannot accept
we believe the powers that bel) to-protect us from thweaty ranging from  a job that wil eaww yow £8 for example if it will end up costing yow
muggings and cowr theft all the way up to- international tervovism. I £120 or £60 if paid within 14 days! Surely we are not expected to-give up
am talking of course about Closed Circuit Televisionw (CCTV). I'mv suwe  literally millions of pounds of accounts? Not only is this unfair, but to-
that o number of yow hawve recently had the unpleasant experience of methis iy a blatoant restriction of aperfectly lawful trade and as I stated
picking up the morning post only to-find that yowhave beew issued withv - before; avform of extortion. Normally the practise of ‘Demanding money
a Penalty Chawrge notice (PCN) informing yow that yow owe awvwthing with Menaces’ iy carried out by people that most rvefer to-as Gangsters. It
up to-£120 to- some council or other for a parking offence. hay got so-bad that I had a wowrdew come over to-me whilst I was o o

Ay if the spiteful council pawking attendanty that replaced the dear account job the other day and gruffly shout ‘move’ and yet I thought
old Metropolitow police wardens (or wasps, as I affectionately referved “What agood lad, at least I got a warning!”
to- themv because of their black and yellow caps) awen't bad enoughy, I~ My deow brother Antony who-has beenw av driver for over 25 years hit the
howe now takew to-looking up at the sky as well as oround me whewI nail ow the head whenw he compared the introduction of prosecutiow
now stop! (or persecution) by CCTV to- the other bane of most drivers, the speed

Soyowgot aparkingticket, I heaw yow say, so-what? Thigticket however camera. It has removed discretion, conunow sense and confrontation
was issued by CCTV whilst I was invmy cab-waiting outside for anwAccount  fromv the process. It iy now simply black or white. but there are other
customer for whom I was booked. The ‘offence’ occured v the pout of  implications. What if yow hawe brokesw down, What if yow need atoilet?
Carlisle Street inv Soho- W1 that is o cul-de-sac which meany thevefore What if yow awe takew U ov overcome withv tiredness and need to- rest?
that there could be no-thwough traffic to- whichv I could have beenwan  Isnw't there o mudtv millionw pound: government funded advertising
obstruction or nuisoance to. I wrote to- Westminuter, the council that campaign claiming tivedness kills? Evew if yow appeal and have the
issued this PCN, putting this point to-them - only to-betold that although  PCN overtuwrned, doeswt it just add to-the duress of awnv alveady stressful
allowances awe made for picking up/setting down; no-provisions awe inv - job? To-those who-awe genuinely taken il should yowjust drive untih yow
place to-allow yow to-wait for clients. Now, whether yow drive aw Londow  pass out and plough into- v building or some unfortunate pedestiiowy
Black Taxi; av Mevcedes or av Vaurhall Covsaw that has beew licensed for  who-happens to-be passing?
hire and rewawd, yow must have had times where yowhave had to-wait I say this nust stop right now. There awre currently 23,000 licensed
for clienty for amultitude of different reasons, but mainly because taxi drivers and goodness knows how mauwvy fromthe private hive sector
your client iy o the telephone conducting business which invsome cases - like it or not this iy o problem for all of us! If however we stay strong
could mean procuring thousands or possibly millions of pounds of extrav - and every single one of us without exception refuses to-pay every one of
revenute for their companies and they certainly are not going to-cuwtail  these PCNs by appealing thew all, we as avtrade could make their systesm
such activities because the poor driver is waiting! grind to-a halt.

I hawe since received two- more PCNs whilst onw account jobs, inSoho-St At the risk of sounding overly drawmatic; owr entive trade is at risk.
and Old Comptow Street. Add to-this one in Deauv Street where I'd hads  Do- not take this threat lightly and please; with imumediate effect, stop
the audacity to-pull over and eat o sandwich inv my vehicle and I guess paying these thieves now. I will leave my addresy withv magasgine
yow could savy the whole of Soho- is no-go- And for those of yow not onav  editors thwough whom I will happily receive your comments and views.
circuit, what about the clienty who-ask; (and they mostly dot) to-go-viow Be Lucky, Be Strong Mawtin Higer.
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