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LONDON TAXI BOARD AND LONDON MP WORK TOGETHER

hair of the London Taxi Board (LTB), Brian Rice,

recently met with MP for Ilford North, Lee Scott
to discuss the growing concerns that the LTB have
regarding the Mayor’s recent comments on Private
Hire Vehicle (PHV) access to bus lanes. Lee Scott’s
constituency of Ilford North has a high number of taxi
drivers and he was keen to offer ongoing support to :
the industry in light of these damaging announcements from the Mayor.
Mr Scott shared the view with the LTB that a policy of allowing 40,000
Private Hire Vehicles into London’s Bus Lanes will result in a significant
rise in traffic flow in the Bus Lanes, which will have a profound impact
on congestion and will jeopardise the smooth running of these high speed
priority lanes. Additionally, Mr Scott expressed safety concerns about the
possibility of motorists following Private Hire Vehicles into Bus Lanes,
regardless of any external signage.

Following a successful meeting Lee Scott tabled a number of written
Parliamentary Questions about this issue. Newly appointed Secretary of
State for Transport, Ruth Kelly MP will have to respond when Parliament
returns from summer recess in October. In addition, Mr Scott has also
written to the Mayor to express his personal concerns about the comments.
This campaign stems back to February 2007 when the Mayor announced on
Capital Gold radio that he believed Private Hire Vehicles would be granted
access to bus lanes in the near future. In a further concerning development,
the Mayor has also indicated that the forthcoming announcement on PHV
signage would enable this to take place by allowing the display of operator
advertising on the rear window.

The following questions were tabled by Mr Scott:
* To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what plans she has to reduce

the number of illegal minicab drivers operating in (a) London and (b)

England.

* To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what discussions her
Department has had with (a) the Mayor of London’s office and (b)
Transport for London on the access of private hire vehicles to bus lanes.

* To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what discussions her
Department has had with the Transport Occupational Command Unit
regarding (a) the number of crimes committed by illegal minicab drivers
and (b) proposed measures to reduce the number of illegal minicabs
operating in London.

* To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what projections have been
made of the number of taxi drivers that will be operating in London for
each of the next five years.

Following the meeting Lee Scott said, “The Black cab trade is a real asset to

London and this needs to be recognised by the Mayor of London and TfL.

In my view it would be quite wrong to allow private hire to use bus lanes.

London’s ‘Black Cabs’ are instantly recognisable PHV’s are not. How

could the authorities regulate bus lane use? We would get to the situation

where every Tom, Dick and Harry is driving down bus lanes claiming to
be minicab drivers. I am keen to support the interests of the trade and was
delighted to meet again recently with Brian Rice, Chair of the London Taxi

Board, to discuss current issues.”

LTB Chairman, Brian Rice was equally encouraged by the success of the
meeting and commented: “Mr Scott has a number of taxi drivers within his
constituency and has been a friend of the trade since his election in 2005.
We welcome his continued support, and in particular his active role in this
campaign and I am very much looking forward to working closely with him
in the future. In light of the upcoming London elections, we will continue
to seek urgent clarification on this issue and reassurance that London’s
transport infrastructure will not be jeopardised by this development and
all further policy developments will be subject to a full and transparent
consultation process.”

Robinson's Daily Record Book

Making Sure Everything
Is Accounted For!
NEW TAX LAWS SELF ASSESSMENT

We have now had 2 years of self assessment & the taxman not only has more time to
examine self employed records but is getting better at his job with the help of computers.

Being both a driver and an accountant | know only too well what is required, and have
constructed a very simple Daily Record Book.
This book should be started at the beginning of your financial year.

Stay in the taxman's good books by using the Robinsons Daily Record Book
(£4.00 incl. p&p cheque to M. Robinson)

Journeyman Drivers

Would need to obtain receipts for cab rental and fuel and keep daily records of cash takings. Where the driver has
a radio fitted he/she must produce radio statement sheets of account work and must NOT add these with cash
takings. Any radio cash work should also be included in daily takings.

Owner Drivers

Would need to keep all repair bills, meter rentals, HP agreements, insurance costs, PCO licence fees, Derv bills, in
fact anything to do with costs of Taxi.
Again if radio fitted, same as for Journeyman. Partners would need to keep separate daily takings etc.
Don't let the taxman and his technology catch you unprepared,
keep your records up to date.
Rumford Chambers 33 Market Place Romford Essex RM1 3AD 01708 744 762
Email: robin_accountants@bigfoot.com / mrobinson@mrobinsonaccountant.com

CABS LTD

128 Three Colts Lane, London, E2 6JN

THINKING OF GOING PART-TIME?
IS YOUR CAB IN OVERHAUL?
IS YOUR CAB BEING REPAIRED?

WE HAVE

TXI/ TXII/ TXA4
AVAILABLE TO RENT ON A DAILY BASIS

HIRINGS AVAILABLE FROM 1 DAY TO 1 YEAR
TOTAL FLEXIBILITY

Telephone

0207 613 0684/0207 6130630
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